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1972, the federal 1 Colnty Jail because of Slawsiitover _
unconstitutional conditior j 1y edeoes Sheriff Frank Anderson, inherited that
lawsuit which had been in '\ ace for 30 years. Nevertheless, tionofthe.!ailwasstill
utterly dgplorable.

Together, we considered it a m ? e Batile u@u. m to deal with all the problems
mthc]a:l()vmowdwg, ‘ [’.... ..,,49 e conditions throughout.

-.l
Through hard work by magh ] ovepsight and the lawsuit
dismissed, 35 years after j wis filed
accredited by the AmeriganiCgireot R\

I am writing you to gipresy-fiy concerns about the FCC’s conside ;.-. inmate telephone
charges. I maintain i !: Wit the telephone revenue was absolutely key to Miiigr Counly and our
ability to fight for, aml eventually obtain constitutional conditions and ulnma!;ely, A.CA.
accreditation. In Indiana, our General Assembly has wisely looked at the issue of inmate
telephones and enacted ].C. 5-22-23-6. In addition, the legislature has enacted a specific statute
goncerning the use of those funds for depaﬂmanal betterment, spwﬁcally 1. 36—8-10-21
Additionally, our appellate courts have considered challenges to our statutory provisions and
rejected them out of hand. See Alexander v. Marion County Sheriff, 891 N.E.2d 87 (Ind. Ct.
App. 2008). Thus, in Indiana, we have a judicially approved statutory scheme that allows
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App. 2008). Thus, in Indiana, we have a judicially approved statutory scheme that allows
Sheriffs to utilize telephone monies to operate and maintain jails in accord with high standards.
Obviously, the accreditation by ACA, as well as the accreditation by the National Commission
on Correctional Healthcare (NCCHC) directly benefits inmates and, ultimately, their families.

Jail telephone communications are closely monitored at the Marion County Jail. Costs
associated with Jail telephones are high due to the wanton destruction, and unusual wear and
tear. Simply maintaining these lines is difficult enough. At the Marion County Jail, we have
staff dedicated to making sure the telephones are‘ingood repair. We have additional staff
dedicated to ensure inmates do not rig the telqhiane/system and gain access to outside lines that
are not restricted. This is a constant and expensive'ex

'r

We also fight a constant battle af:the\ssue fcaliphenes. Cel hones posd a dangerous security
risk, and we have worked(elosely Wwith-our télephpfie Yendor ta#99t gut;dangerous cell phones.

A few times a year, 3”6zl photie dog” evaluates the Jai ectthese devjces. We are now
Iookmgattechnolggc\itﬁp\ﬁmay assist in/thé pmvéntlmg of cell phohe"séc eaks
Unfortunately, the tac\hnﬂogylsexpegaélé‘fr-} -------- o

J’;\,

Perhapg SEé.aéxhe b:ggest expeqﬂéﬁs}:erq&s ﬁmﬁ‘@m the uséﬁfmmmmm@to@g
o Countless hgurs ane devoted to this efdavor. Qur Jail’ $ telephone systom led

to addmonai ehgges being pzacéionm alleged boriber, :

Indianapolis nelgh“bqrhuad, pllmgt@b people. Whllc in Jaﬁ, our mv&shmﬁwactected a

“murder for hire” plot\that the alleged bomber had uncbrtakm over thh Jail telephone system.

The Jail telephone system hblps us solve :

In Marion County, the m let

Offender Management Systeni;whi

fashion. It is linked to our commig¥ary/ordering S0 g systcm for providing for
Jail Visitation. These tools # ;] oL irg: atlowing q}uckaccmstosolve
cnmesbaseduponthe]aﬂ’ 18 ;.n.-'—--

strides to 8110“’ easy %css ffor them to deposit funds through kiosks of hyer
actually reduces their costs and time commitment. N



Furthermore, we are working with the telephone vendor to provide additional opportunities to the
inmates. Obviously, we could restrict inmate communication to Jail visits and written letters.
However, in addition to telephone communication, we are investigating the possible inmate use
of emails and texting. Furthermore, we are considering electronic games and other devices
which would allow inmates more opportunity for diversion. “An idle mind is the devil’s
workshop,” and we have foiled major escape attempts over the last few years. It takes time and
money to develop these options for the inmates and their famlh&s, but the telephone monies
allow us to move forward.

P
Finally, I am proud of our funding of Jail F 'Il__:g-‘ such as GED, anger parenting
classes, and AA/NA activities. ---». m& urided mdsumhdby Jail’s Commissary
Fund. Mmcoul]ty’lﬂ ecently Greated a ne ' vomen S Rpgra to]w?mﬂlensmg
number of female inmates, s, cloth ;,.. mpr \mmentstothe
infrastructure were u-.. h \IC\‘- ...h n,.-. ,

RN \Q >
In my view, Indiapg dewdmgwﬁmfm ;
get complaints of th]ﬁqb_]ect since the Ladiaig
mlaw !wl t,I;]ﬂvefo]md ;

Ofthq nll

At the end me day, mgni

Lastly,pleusebem:;ded
visit or write an inmate:. Tﬂbrelsnoconsutu‘uomlohlgmonthat i

service. In closing, I would\snmply say,.
happy to discuss this matter\wm you ¢ m‘
attention. 2P,

Senator Joe Donnelly
Steve Luce, Indiana Sheriffs’ Association




